
Llama Facts for New Owners

An introduction into the

versatility of llamas



Welcome to the Fascinating 

World of Llamas



Heritage

ÅLlamas are in the camelid 

family which includes:

ïDromedary & Bactrain 

Camels

ïLlamas, alpacas, guanacos, 

vicunas

ÅOriginated in the central 

plains of N.A.



Heritage

ÅLlamas were 

domesticated in the 

highlands of Peru some 

5000 years ago 

ÅCurrently found along 

the Andean mountain 

range in Chile, Peru, 

Bolivia, Argentina



Heritage

ÅIn the late 1800s and 

early 1900s llamas were 

reintroduced to N.A.



Characteristics

ñSilkyò fiber type ñSuriò fiber type



Characteristics

ÅElegant fiber and graceful 

posture

ÅMature llama weighs from 

275 - 350 pounds

ÅReach full size by 4th year

ÅNormal life span 20 years



Characteristics

ÅSolid colors (white, 

black, brown, red), 

paints, appys

ÅMulti -stomached 

ruminants that chew 

their cud

ÅHerd orientation

Åñcat likeò personality



Characteristics

ÅSplit upper lip

ÅNo upper teeth in front

ÅTwo-toed with a 

broad, leathery pad on 

bottom



Habits and Behavior

ÅDignified, aristocratic 

manner

ÅCurious

ÅDetermine what 

something is by smell

ÅHighly social animal

ÅBottle-fed babies--caution

ÅCommunicate using tail, 

body and ear postures


